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1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because there is no implicit or explicit 
tie to a machine related to the method steps. Although the final feature is assembling 
the detectors on a stator, the machine is not part of the method, but rather what is being 
acted on by the method. No particular machine is necessary to perform any of the 
claimed method steps. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 and 18,24,23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites end results. What are the structures that determine ideal 
working distance and compares nominal to ideal working distance? 

In claims, terms such as "ideal working distance "and "reality" are vague and 
indefinite. 

Claim 18 and 24 cites "method of making a linear motor " , however what is 
claimed does not appear to be making a linear motor , certain steps are missing that 
disclose rotor and windings , seems to be more like setting up magnetic detectors on 
motor . 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
2235738 in view of Rohner et al both cited by applicant . 

2235738 discloses linear motor comprising first magnetic field detector and 
second magnetic field detector mutually separated by nominal predetermined distance 
that is subject to manufacturing/ assembly tolerances that can introduce an error, said 
error causing first and second magnetic field detectors to be mutually separated by 
actual distance that can be different to nominal predetermined distance se fig 5 . 
2235738 lacks disclosing ideal working distance and nominal distance is different to it. 
Rohner et al discloses working distance different to nominal predetermined distance, 
see col 3 -col 5 line 35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the linear motor of 2235738 with working distances different to nominal 
distance of Rohner et al for improved control. 

6. Claims 33-38 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen Masih whose telephone number is 571-272-2068. 
The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 8.30-6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Walter Benson can be reached on 571-272-2227. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Karen Masih 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 

/Karen Masih/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2837 



